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From Brave New World and Nineteen Eighty-Four to the current slew of dystopian books and movies, twentieth century literature is replete with visions of failed societies and apocalyptic futures. Perhaps, following Salman Rushdie’s assessment, this is because we are now in the midst of “one of the greatest hinge periods of human history,” with technological, political and ecological change occurring at an unprecedented rate, forcing us to reevaluate definitions which were held to be stable. The premise of this course is, therefore, that utopian/dystopian thought is relevant to contemporary social problems and challenges, such as economic inequality, the dehumanizing effects of technology, providing us with not only warnings of future calamities but a speculative platform from which to approach social questions in a new way by redefining the very assumptions of those questions.   
	This interdisciplinary course examines the relatively young but rich tradition of dystopian literature, starting with a preliminary discussion of utopianism in general as the foundation of auto-utopianism continuing to the 20th, especially in the context of New Wave science fiction. Utopian and dystopian works create places and spaces within fictional worlds that help open up new frontiers of our own, political, ideological or ethical landscapes. Indeed, it has been said that one of the main purposes of such texts, sometimes seen as a subgenres of science fiction, is to foster the cognitive estrangement necessary to redefine notions we tend to take for granted. This subversive aspect of literature will be one of the most important themes guiding our reading. 
	Though most scholarship dealing with utopian and dystopian literature focuses on the manner in which it forms a response to political events of the time, tracing how the purposes and intentions of this contentious literary genre have altered to meet the demands of political agendas, in this seminar we will also incorporate a consideration of the expression of place as a fundamental aspect of utopian/dystopian thought. The words ‘utopia’ and ‘dystopia’, after all, are directly traceable to the Greek term for topos, or ‘place’. 
	 
We will read and discuss a selection of these texts with the hope of answering some key questions, such as: 
· How have dystopias changed and what precipitated these changes? 
· What are the key political issues addressed in dystopias and what are the literary means used to address them? 
· What are the reasons for the current shift towards dystopian and post apocalyptic literature/film?
· How have utopian narratives informed other disciplines, e.g. architecture and urban studies?

What are the learning objectives? 
· The objective of this seminar is to familiarize students with the historical developments of dystopian literature, its connections with science fiction and political thought. 
· Our goal is to understand the variety of political projects and literary techniques associated with dystopias. 

Reading list: 

Forster, E.M. “The Machine Stops” (1909)
Zamyatin Yevgeny. We (1921)
Aldous Huxley, The Brave New World (1932)
George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949)
Vonnegut Kurt Jr. Player Piano (1952) 
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies (1954)
Ballard, J.G. High Rise, Concrete Island, “The Enormous Room”, “Billennium", “Concentration City” 
Atwood, Margaret. The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)
Ishiguro, Kazoo. Never Let Me Go (2005)
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