Instructor: Prof. Katarzyna Nowak-McNeice
B.A. Seminar: “The Non-human Turn: non-anthropocentric representations in contemporary literature.”

The most recent turn in philosophy and literary criticism is the turn away from anthropocentrism (i.e., the supremacy and centrality of humans): in this class students will be invited to read some critical texts pertaining to the turn and analyze literary texts (poems, short stories, fragments of novels) which focus on the nonhumans: plants and animals. The starting point for our discussions will be the assumption that the division between humans and nature, and the resulting centrality of the human, must be abolished; the literary production that can be linked with such a need for abolishing anthropocentrism in literature, criticism, and philosophy will be presented and discussed, and these analyses will form the basis for the B.A. theses written in the course of the seminar. Among the authors discussed you will find: Louise Glück, Joy Harjo, Denise Levertov, Mary Oliver, Adrienne Rich (selected poems), Richard Powers (The Overstory), Arundhati Roy (The Ministry of Utmost Happiness).
The suggested topics for the B.A. theses include: “Representations of nonhuman animals in contemporary American poetry”; “Plants’ agency in contemporary American fiction”; “Ecocritical perspective in American poetry”; “Making Interspecies Kin: examples from contemporary literature”.
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