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Foundations of Bilingual Language Processing

The aim of this elective course is to provide students with the knowledge necessary to understand the results of psychological and cognitive research on bilingual language processing. By the end of the course, students should be able to engage in specialized discussions related to bi-/multilingualism and psycholinguistics, as well as plan their own small-scale research projects concerning bilingual language processing.
The initial sessions will involve presentations and discussions based on background readings (see the reference list), focusing on the definition of bi-/multilingualism, basic concepts in psycholinguistics, and common methods used in studying bilingual language processing. Subsequently, students will learn to program their own short psycholinguistic experiments involving reaction time measurements using PsychoPy software (students will need their own laptops). We will also discuss various practical aspects of designing a psycholinguistic study, common mistakes in experimental research, and useful strategies for data analysis.
Students will earn credit based on a study design presentation, prepared either in small groups or individually. They will be encouraged to collect pilot data to verify whether their research topic is worth investigating further. The language of instruction will be English.
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