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Cognitive Mechanisms in Bilingualism

This course will explore the complexities of bilingual language processing, building on foundational knowledge to delve into current research trends and methodologies in greater detail. By the end of the course, students should be proficient in discussing various topics in bilingual and multilingual psycholinguistics and capable of designing and conducting their own research projects.
The course will begin with an overview of recent studies and theoretical advancements in bilingual language processing, including the cognitive and neural mechanisms underlying bilingualism, and advanced psycho- and neurolinguistic methods in psycholinguistic research. Students will engage in critical analysis of current literature and participate in discussions on issues such as code-switching, cross-linguistic influence, and bilingual advantages.
Students will then advance to programming and conducting detailed psycholinguistic experiments using PsychoPy software, with a focus on nuanced experimental designs and rigorous data analysis techniques. Practical sessions will include in-depth discussions on experiment design, statistical modelling, and interpreting data sets.
Assessment will be based on a research project, where students will present a comprehensive study design and conduct preliminary experiments to gather pilot data. The language of instruction will be English.
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