
 

Dialects in Culture and Communication 

Course type: BA seminar 

Year of studies: 3ZSL (2024/2025) 

Instructor: Adam Biały, PhD 

Prerequisites: Rudimentary knowledge and interest in linguistics 

Aims and objectives: The seminar focuses on dialects as varieties of language 
used in particular socio-geographical contexts. Whenever we communicate we have 
to choose a variety of language determined by the context and this choice entails 
particular information. Terms such as dialect, sociolect, accent, jargon, register may 
appear to be purely technical but we apply them on an everyday basis in 
communication. Our aim will be to show in what ways this use of language is 
systematic and how it functions in communication and how it can be rendered in 
cross-cultural communication (e.g. translation).  

The discussion of the topics covered during the course will enable students to 
select the area of further study and formulate the topics of their BA theses as well as 
expand their understanding of the function of dialects and language competence in 
this area.  
 
 

Range of (BA thesis) topics:  

The topics of BA theses can range within sociolinguistics (language and society), 
pragmatics (language and context), ethnolinguistics (language and culture), 
intercultural communication (translation) or any other applicable area of linguistics.  

 

Examples of topics: 

 National and international varieties of English. 

 Social dialects (e.g. gender, age, subcultures). 

 Slang, its function in a linguistic community.  

 Professional varieties of language: jargon and register.   

 Attitudes to language variability: accents and regional dialects. 

 Regional dialects of English and their historic development. 

 The language of new media. 

 The language of humor and politeness. 

 Dialects in intercultural communication (e.g. translation). 
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