Postcolonial Indian Literature in English: an Overview

This course aims to introduce students to the rich and diverse field of postcolonial Indian literature in English, which covers the works of writers from India who write in the English language, as well as the works of writers of Indian origin who live in other countries and write in English. 
The course will explore the historical, political, social and cultural contexts that shape and inform these works, as well as the major themes and issues that they address, such as colonialism and its aftermath, nationalism and identity, social and cultural diversity, diaspora and migration, religion and spirituality, gender and sexuality, violence and trauma, and globalization and modernity. The course will also examine the various genres and forms that these writers employ, such as the novel, the short story, the essay, the memoir, the biography, the travelogue, the poetry, the drama. The course will expose students to a range of texts from different periods, regions and perspectives, and enable them to develop critical and analytical skills in reading, interpreting and evaluating them. The course will also encourage students to engage with the current debates and trends in postcolonial studies, literary theory and criticism, and cultural studies.

The course will be divided into four modules, each focusing on a specific theme or issue that is central to postcolonial Indian literature in English. Each module will consist of lectures, seminars, readings and assignments. The modules are:

•  Colonialism and its aftermath. This module will examine how postcolonial Indian writers in English depict the impact of colonial rule on India's political, social, cultural and psychological landscape, as well as the struggle for independence and the partition of the subcontinent. Some of the texts that will be discussed in overview are Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie, Train to Pakistan by Khushwant Singh, and The Shadow Lines by Amitav Ghosh.

•  Nationalism and identity. This module will explore how postcolonial Indian writers in English examine the complex and diverse identities of Indians in relation to their nation, region, religion, caste, class, gender and language. Some of the texts that will be discussed in overview are The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy, A Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth, and The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga.

•  Social and cultural diversity. This module will celebrate the richness and variety of India's cultures, traditions, customs, festivals, arts and cuisines, as well as the challenges and conflicts that arise from them. Some of the texts that will be discussed in overview are Malgudi Days by R.K. Narayan, The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, and The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai.

•  Diaspora and migration. This module will depict the experiences of Indians who have migrated to other countries, either voluntarily or involuntarily, and their issues of adaptation, assimilation, alienation and belonging. Some of the texts that will be discussed in overview are The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie, Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri, and Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri.

The course will be assessed by a combination of coursework which will include class discussions, essays, reviews and a final presentation. Except for the current assignments, reading critical articles and fragments of novels, each student will read a complete novel of choice during the semester and prepare an extended presentation on it as a final assignment.

The course is suitable for students who have an interest in postcolonial literature, Indian literature or world literature. The course is also relevant for students who want to learn more about India's history, society and culture. The course requires a good command of English language skills and a willingness to read widely and critically.
The course will also include guest lectures by some of the authors or experts on postcolonial Indian literature in English. 

Class requirements: 

· Attendance
· Active participation in class discussions
· One presentation to make
· A  final written assignment 
