Postcolonial Indian Literature in English: Women's Voices

This course aims to introduce students to the rich and diverse literary works of Indian women writers in English, who have explored the themes of postcolonialism, feminism, identity, culture, and resistance in their novels, short stories, poems, and essays. The course will cover the historical and political contexts of postcolonial India, the literary traditions and movements that influenced the writers, and the critical theories and perspectives that can be applied to their texts. The course will also examine the challenges and opportunities faced by Indian women writers in the global literary scene, and the ways they have contributed to the development of Indian literature in English as a distinct genre.

The course will be divided into four modules, each focusing on a different aspect of postcolonial Indian literature in English by women:

•  The Partition and its aftermath. This module will explore how the traumatic event of the Partition of India in 1947 and its consequences shaped the lives and writings of women writers such as Attia Hosain, Anita Desai, Kamala Markandaya, and Shauna Singh Baldwin.

•  The nation and its narratives. This module will analyse how women writers such as Nayantara Sahgal, Shashi Deshpande, Arundhati Roy, Kiran Desai, and Manju Kapur have portrayed the complex realities of post-independence India, its politics, society, culture, and conflicts.

•  The self and its expressions. This module will study how women writers such as Kamala Das, Meena Alexander, Eunice de Souza, and Suniti Namjoshi have used poetry and autobiography as forms of self-expression, assertion, and resistance.

•  The world and its connections. This module will examine how women writers such as Bharati Mukherjee, Jhumpa Lahiri, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Anita Rau Badami, and Thrity Umrigar have depicted the experiences of migration, diaspora, multiculturalism, and globalization in their works.

The course will be taught through lectures, presentations, discussions, and assignments. The students will be expected to read the assigned texts before each class, participate actively in class activities, write critical essays on the texts or topics covered in the course, and complete a final project on a chosen writer or theme. The course will also include guest lectures by some of the authors or experts on postcolonial Indian literature in English by women.
 
