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Language, Literature, and the Natural Environment
 
The course will focus on relations between language, literary texts, and the natural environment. We will explore how various attitudes to nature, animals, and environmental issues are presented in different texts, and how language is employed in those texts. We will also address the question of whether and how reading texts may influence readers’ views, choices, and actions with respect to the natural environment. We will explore two theoretical approaches to these issues, ecocriticism and ecolinguistics, as well as the ways in which they can be combined in research. Practical applications to analyzing literary texts will be demonstrated on the basis of selected texts from American, Canadian, and British literature.

