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Young People's Literature and Culture in the 21st Century: Resources of Hope amid  Social and Political Challenges
In this MA seminar we will explore how contemporary Anglophone children's and YA literature and culture respond to the pressing social and political issues of the 21st century. Texts and media for young audiences have become vital spaces for engaging with the urgent realities of our times—from global inequalities, military conflicts, migration, and the climate crisis to exclusions and injustices affecting intersectional identities shaped by race, gender, sexuality, class, (dis)ability, and neurodivergence. These engagements help young people navigate their complex worlds and imagine possible futures. We will examine a diverse range of literature, media, and scholarship to understand how authors, illustrators, creators, librarians, publishers and educators address these challenges and how young audiences are invited to think critically about the world around them. Our topics will include children's and young people's rights and agency, trauma and resilience, young people's creativity, and intergenerational relations. Examples of relevant scholarship we will look at include childhood studies, posthumanism, decolonial approaches, feminism, gender studies, age studies, and memory studies. 
In the course of the seminar, the students will have an opportunity to participate in scholarly activities organized by the Center for Research on Children's and Young Adult Literature at the Faculty of Languages, Literatures and Cultures. They will also be invited to participate in the seminar Intergenerational Pedagogies of Remembrance: Arts, Curatorship and Youth Participation (part of the EU-funded project Collective Remembrance: Engaging Youth through Curatorial Practices). Finally, this MA seminar will also offer students opportunities to share their experiences and perspectives in conversation with peers from the Erasmus Mundus International Master: Children's Literature, Media and Cultural Entrepreneurship (https://www.gla.ac.uk/postgraduate/erasmusmundus/clmce/).

