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Affects and emotions in American literature and culture

 dr hab. Dominika Ferens, prof. UWr
							
[bookmark: _Hlk33479744]How do affects differ from emotions? Are affects and emotions innate physiological responses to stimuli, or are they shaped by culture, society, and the media? Where in the body do they reside? Are they really our own? If not, where do they come from? How are they transmitted? How do affects relate to memory? Who has the right to express certain emotions, such as anger, fear, or sadness, and who doesn’t? What happens to affects that cannot be expressed? Whose death evokes our grief and whose doesn’t? What is emotional labor and who performs it? Should we or shouldn’t we cultivate empathy? What have race, gender, and sexual orientation got to do with all the above? These are some of the questions we will attempt to answer during the course with reference to American literature and culture. We will use a combination of current theories of affects, race, gender, and sexuality to interpret literary works and films. We will consider a wide spectrum of affects and emotions, from fear, anger, contempt, disgust, and shame (at the negative end) to interest and joy (at the positive end). By looking at the work of affects in literature and film, we will see how they trigger one another, how they move between bodies, and how they are knowingly used by some to evoke, modulate, or suppress the affects and emotions of others. The final grade will be based on two response papers on texts and ideas discussed in the lectures, a written test, and collaborative final presentations.
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